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A DIALOGUE. 


BETWEEN A HOPKINSIAN & METHODIST. 
{Continued from Page 646.] 
CONVERSATION IV. 

Hopkinsian. Good morning brother Methodist; do you fee! 
ike resuming our conversation again? 
Methodist. 1 am alw ays willing, when occasions offer, to con- 
verse on profitable subjects. 


H. Let us, then, converse about regeneration or a new heart. 

VM. This subject will suit me as well as any other. What do 
you understand by a new heart? 

H. By a new heart, I understand a penitent heart; or, in other 
words, a heart given up to God. 

M. Both of these no doubt, appertain to a new heart; 
but do you not believe that the first drawi ing out of the soul after 
God is a new heart? 

IH. I certainly do; for no heart can exercise holy volitions, un- 
til it is renewed by the Holy Ghost, so soon, then, as a heart is 
inany degree drawn out after God, or puts forth good desires or 
holy volitions, it isa new heart. 

M. The terms, good desires, holy volitions, &c. are suscepti- 
ble of different explanations. It certainly caanot be true, that so 
soon as a person feels tenderly concerned about his soul’s salva- 
tion, that he is a new creature; for most persons feel so at times. 
You know that hundreds of hearers have frequently been melted 
into tears under a pathetic discourse on the passion of Christ, or 
other interesting subjects, and yet it would be dangerous to assure 
them that they were all renewed in the spirit of their minds.” 

H. What you say is Correct; but the tender feelings of which 
‘you speak, under a melting sermon, are the mere sympathies © 
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follows repentance? 








flows from a new heart. 
































sures us, that this grace has “appeared to all men.” 

















ruin! An unpardoned sinner, exposed to ruin, and 
lie renewed, is certainly a strange sort of being! 














fruit; neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
then, can a sinner repent? Is not his heart evil? 
then, bring forth fruit meet for repentance? 




















pent? 








They may all do it if they will. 








ing; would such repentance be a holy exercise? 
H. Certainly it would. 
M. Then you contradict yourself. You say that 














power todo so! Strange! 
If I say he has natural power to do so if he will; 


























would be unholy, and therefore, displeasing to God! 





therefore, repent, though they are not regenerated. 
seems contrary to the nature and fitness of things, that a perso 
whose heart has been savingly changed, should mourn for unpai 
doned sin, and be deeply conscious of his exposedness to endless 


MM. As [stated betore; by saving grace. Indee 
»yreachers invite sinners to repent; and why, it they cannot 
pont; J) J 





sur nature; and should not be called holy volitions or exereis, 
By holy exercises, I mean the exercises of a holy heart. 

«VM. So far we agree; and still we seem not to understand each 
other. Do you believe that evangelical repentance precedes ; 


H. 1 believe that repentance is a holy exercise, and, of cours 


.Mf. Here we differ. 1 believe that repentance implies a godh 
sorrow for sin; a deep consciousness of guilt, and anxiety {i 
pardon, as well as a disposition to forsake it. This consc 10u 
sinfulness, guilt and danger, ts certainly incompatible with astate 
of pardon; and all regenerate persons are certainly 
allsin. 1, #s well as you, am of opinion that no person cau r 
pent of his sins without the aid of divine grace; but St. Paul as 


justified f fron 


All may 
Indeed, j 


yet his hea: 


Hf. Our Saviour says, “a good tree cannot bring forth ev) 
§ 


fruit;” how 
How can it, 


d, your ow 


Ff. 1 do not say that sinners have no natural power to repe: 


M. Suppose they were to use their natural power in reper 


a sinner ce 


not exercise holy volitions in repentance, and yet he has natu 


at the sani 


time, I believe he has no moral power; or, in other words, that! 
will not. "The only moral inability to repent, ‘which the sinu 
labors under, is his not'willing to do so. 

“Mf. But you say he has naturat power to do so; and yet, if be 
were todo so, his repentance proceeding from an unholy hear’ 


Do you he- 
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»ve that a simmer has natural abilit y to overcome his moral ina. 
pility? ‘That is, to regulate his own will? 

HI. 1 believe ‘that God only can influence the will to good or 

yil—that he is the efficient cause of all volitions! 

M. This is really strange doctrine; “God only can influence 
‘he will,” and yet, man has natural power to pe ‘rform holy exer- 
ssest You know that aman cannot pertorm holy exercises withs 
ut using his will. How, then, can he per rform holy exercises 
by natural power, without nasal power, or will? Cert: uinly, if 
tlhe re be any thing absurd inthe universe, it is your doctrine ot 
man’s natural ability to perform moral exercises without moraf 

thility! 

H. You misstate the question. [ do not say that a sinner has 
jatural power to perform moral duties without moral power, or 
vithout willing to do so; but [ say, he has natural power to do so 

he will. 

VM. Yousay, that moral power ov ability is the same as willing, 
rw having’a will to do any thing; tor you, theretore, to say, that 
1 sinner has natural power to do an y good thing if he will, is the 
same as to say, he has natural power to do it, if he has moral 
power to doit. #1s natural power depends, for its efficiency, up- 
oi his having moral power’ so that after all the talk about natural 

bility, it is utterly tnefficrent, uyless God give the moral ability 
r will. But suppose the sinner possess natural ability to repen’ 

r perlorm any other moral exercise; if your doctrine be true. 
uch exercise would be sinful; therefore, it would be wrong for 
ue sinner to repent! 

ff. It is the sinner’s fault, that he does not possess moral pow- 
er; or, to be plain, that he does not will to repent, &c. 

M. he simner’s fault, that he does not possess moral power 
or a will to repent, and yet ‘God only can give such a power 0: 
will! Tfow strange! It is the sinners fault. that God don’: give 
im moral power to do good!!! How will you make this ap- 
Heare 

H. Why, the sinner’s crime consists in his willing and acting 
FREELY. Heis afree moral agent; and as such, acts at all 

times of his own free willand accord. 

VW. This is true enough; but still the dilemma remains. If 
God only can move the sinner’s will—if he only can bestow the 
moral power of action, how is the sinner to blame for sinful vo- 
tions and actions? How is he blameable for not using a morg? 
power over which he has no controll, it being the gift of God? 

H. 'The Arminians act very inconsistent, when they found 
arguments agawst any doctrine on their ignorance of the How 
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‘Phey can’t see HOW a simmer is blameable for his voluntary 
tions, therefore, they re ject the doctrine of man’s freedom, 
connection Ww ith divi ine efficiency. 

VW. You do not give to the Arminians their just due. They can 
easily see how a sinner can be justly guilty tor “ ‘voluntary ar. 
tions;” but they have no Bible authority for be lieving in “divine 
efficiency, ? as ‘taught by the Hop skinsians. There fore, they fee 
under no obligations to believe in the compatibility of man s fre 
dom pwith irresistible efficiency; it being a Hopkinsean, and no 
a Bible doctrine. The bible knows nothing of your inconsistey 
doctrine of natural ability, moral inability, &c. Ke 

H. Yhave not time at present, to bring forward argument: 
trom the Holy Scriptures m favor of this doctrine; but 1 behey 
asinner has natural power to repent, and make him a new heart, 
for God hias commanded him to do so. 

M. God, I know, has commanded sinners every where to 1 
pent, Kc. but this command supposes, not natural power, but ¢ 
vine or gracious power; such power, only, being adequate to thy 
performance of exercises ac ceptable to God. To require 
pentance, faith, love and evangelical obedience, (these beimg mo: 
al duties,) without moral power, would be as inconsistent, as to 
require a man to see without eyes, or walk without legs. It is th 
same as to require him to perform moral works, without an 
kind of power. 

H. I discover we can come to no understanding on this subject 
and, therefore, we may as well pass on to some other. 

M. Before we leave this point, I wish to give one or two rea 
sons Why I reject your doctrine in reference thereto. We agre: 
in asserting that God would never require a simer te perform ai 
impossibility; but I contend, that it is absolutely impossible for 
sinner to perform a moral act, but by moral power of action; ther 
fore, if God does not require of sinvers that which js impossibl 
and it be absolutely so, for sinners to perform moral actions bu' 
by moral power, all sinners have moral power; for God “commani 
all men every where to repent.” 

Again; if it be true, as your doctrine states, that all actions 
performed by the sinner, antecedently to his regeneration ar 
sinful and displeasing io God; it is wrong to invite such to repen' 
inasmuch as it would be sinful for him to do so. Ministers ot the 
gospel may as well cease preaching to them, until God efiicient!; 
change their hearts. 

H. The further we proceed, the wider we separate; therefor 
tet us change the subject of conversation. 

Wf Very well. At present, however. I must beg io be allowee 
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some little respite, as 1 am called by other vocations. We wil 
resume our conversations to-morrow. 
( To be Continued.) 


PROGRESS OF RELIGION. 

While thoughtless multitudes are busily employed in vain 

ymusements, sporting on the verge of endless ruin; and thousands 
more are anxiously enquiring “* What shall we eat, and wherewith 
ill shall we be clothed.” It isa comfortable thought that thou- 
sands, and hundreds of thousands, are not only working out their 
own salvation with fear and trembling; but piously engaged in the 
use of means for the salvation of others. From different quarters 
we hear of powerful displays of grace, in the conversion of  sin- 
ners, and in the enlarging of the borders of Zion. This season 
has been one of peculiar interest to all who rejoice in the triumphs 
if a Saviour’s cross. ‘The time seems to have arrived, when 
christians of different orders, are duly alive to the momentous sub- 
ject of religious revivals. Not long since, it was gravely con 
‘ronded by some, that they were symptoms of fanaticism, or enthu- 
siasm. ‘That, in matters of religion, there is a regular order in 
which things should move on in the church, and from which, it is 
wrong, in any case, todepart. But this doctrine is deservedly 
loosing ground. Presbyterians and Baptists, as well as Metho- 
dists, are falling into the practice of holding Camp-Meetings, 
ud seem anxious to produce as great excitement among. thei 
veople as they possibly can. May God inspire all with a “zea 
according to knowledge.” 

The nett increase this year, in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
is more than twenty-one thousand. 
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FOR THE MESSENGER. 

Ir is truly astonishing to what lengths some men will go, and 
into what wild extravagancies they are betrayed, by their bliad 
ittachment, to some favorite doctrine. It is passing strange that 
ministers of the pure religion of Jesus Christ, should represent 
Him, who is a being of unspotted purity and perfect rectitude, 
‘A God of truth,” and “of purer eves than to behold iniquity,” 
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is the efjicee cause” or author of sin. ‘Vis is pushing the nfuci, 
loved doctrine of Calvinistic decrees to an extent beyoud Which 
enthusiasm itself cannot go. Arminians in their contreversic: 
with Calvinists, have fre qui ently contended that the peculiarities 
of Calvinisin le vd, by a fair consequence, to this offensive asper 
sion of the Divine character; but many of them have been unw) 
ling to acknowledge 1, reje cling the imputation with christian 
abhorrence. We live, however, in asection of country where 
the doctrine of which we speak is boldly declared, and openly 
contended for, by those appointed to “feed the flock of Christ 
The following plain expression ot opinion from Dr. Scott, wil) 
shew in what light he viewed this peculiarity of modern Calvin 
ism. And it will, pe ‘haps, have the greater weight, coming 
as it “ ‘s, from a pious and able Calvinist of acknow ledzed or- 
thodoxy. God is not, and cannot be, the author of sin: ‘and j 
any spe a of God, in language implying this, he is a iadehait 
I feel not the least re pugnancy at associating im other respects, 
with many decided, yet meek and humble Arminians, (as to the 
doctrine of decrees,) but a man called a Calvinist, and maintaining 
that God is, in any sense the author of sin, | regard as Juda s, ani 
would have no communion with him.” ji. 





° “Effie ‘ent cause,” is the agent that produces certain effects. Hoph 
sians teact hy Gf we underst and them,) that God is the efficient cause of et 
act of man’s will, as much of his unholy as of his holy volitions, and that clin 
acter reccives its moral cast fromthe acts of the will. 


REVIVALS. 


Eairact of a Letter to the Editor, dated, 
Birocntvitie, Oct. 11, 1527. 

We had a gracious time at our last Camp-Meeting, which was 
held at Rockhold’s Campground, commencing Sept. 28th, and 
continuing until Oct. 5th. Forty were added to the church, and 
about thirty professed to find the “pearl of great price.” — The 
friends of Jesus were abundantly blessed, and encouraged to 
‘travel all the length of the celestial road,” Not unto us, not un: 
to. us, but unto God be all the glory and praise, forever! 

I remain yours, &c. 


DAVID FLEMING 





Rer. T. String field. 
A gratifying revival of Religion bes taken place in various 
naris of this state since the first of Tanuary last. More than thir 
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a hundred converts are said to have been added to the Metho 
jist Episcopal Church since that period, besides a large numbe' 
to the Presbyterian and Baptist Churches. Southern Recorder 
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[From the Intidote.] 






THE LAY PREACHER.—No. Vill 
This do in remembrance of me.—TLuke xxii, 19. 

‘lo preserve order and decorum forms and ceremonies are neces+ 
sary inrehgious worship. ‘They cannot be dispensed with with 
out introducing disorder and contusion; and hence they have 
prevailed more or less inallages of the Church. It is true that 
some, pe hi aps too many, mist: take them for the essence of re ligion, 

nd think they have done their whole duty when they have at 

tend dto them; but such persons labour under a very serious 
mistake, 
This do in remembrance of me, said our Saviour to his tollow- 
, When administering the sacrament; but it is not to be sup- 
Ose A that he meant that they should merely remember his per- 
on, or the circumstances which had connected them with him. 
No, it was not this sort of remembrance. What he meant to 
enjoin upon them was, that they should remember him in the spir- 
it andin the truth of the gospel; that they should never forget his 
principles or his precepts; but carry them always in their hearts, 
as Well as upon their tongues, and show their faith in their ac 
tions as Well as in their words. 

It is toremind us of the substance of our faith, that we attend 
to its forms; of our dependence upon God, that we go forth ‘to 
prostrate ourselves at his altars. ‘To re aniud us of the duty which 
ilows from that dependence, both to God and our fellow-crea 
tures, we must feel the spirit of religion, or vain indeed will be 
our observance of its ceremonies. 

‘The heart must be warmed by the animating and divine influ- 
ence of the gospel, which will show itself in our works; and 
without this evidence of our faith, we are but cold and unprofit 
ible disciples of our Divine Master. 

Ife went about doing good; so should we. 

He had charity for his enemies, even the worst 
should we have. 

ife is our great pattern in all good works; let us gndeavow 
oO imitate him. 

‘Those who go to the sacrament table, should go with warm 
searts and liberal hands: they should bring to th eir recolleotion' 
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in this solemn ceremony, ail the divine virtues, as well as all the 
human sufferings, of their Lord and Master. 

As they appreach the table with love to Christ, and his pre. 
cepts, they should leave it with increased affection not only for 
him and his system, but for their fellosw-creatures. 

Every time they do it, they renew their allegiance to their 
Redeemer; and they should rise from it with renewed vigor jy 
perform, on their part, the duties that flow from that allegiance. 

They who perform this solemn and affecting ceremony in 4 
heartless or indifferent manner, run a dreadful risk; tor they ar 
told emphatically , in holy writ, that if they do it deceitfully, 
from improper motives, they drink damnation to their souls! 

How, then, can the covetous man approach this sacred cer 
mony? 

How can the extortioner, the adulterer, the fornicator? 

How can the cruel landlord, or creditor, the oppressor of thy 
poor, the widow and the ophan? 

How can he who uses @ false balance, which is abomination to 
the Lord? 

How can the liar, the false swearer, the perjured man? 

How can the wicked Judge, who stine juntive, or the corrup' 
law-giver, who takes bribes? 

How can the cruel master or father, who abuses his servants 
or children? 

How can the bad husband, who abuses the wile of his bosom? 

How can the false patriot, the demagogue who deceives the 
people to their ruin, to gratify his selfish and unhallowed ambi. 
tion? 

How can he who wallows in wealth and luxury; and yet re- 
fuses to a poor beggar a shilling to save him from starving? 

How can the gambler, wha cheats his friend, and defrauds his 
family of their bread? 

How can all or any of these, approach that hallowed table, 
where the remembrance of Him, who was all purity and pertec- 
tion; and of his principles, which are all truth, justice, humanity 
and benevolence; is to be revived in the heart, as the image of all 
godliness; and established in the mind, as the guide to practical 
virtue, to good and beneficent actions? 

Let us, then fellow-citizens, if we would walk worthy of our 
vocation, not only atiend to the forms of the altar; but let us 
vever forget, at the same time, that it ts the Npirit that giveth 
light—and that out of the fulness of the heart the mouth speaketh 
So shall we be able, not only to meet our fe low -men with con 
ences vord of reproach: but what is of vast and eternal magm 
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‘ude, to meet our Heavenly Father and Judge, on the most awful 
of all days—the day of universal and eve rlasting Judgment.— 
That day must and will come. Let every sinner tremble at the 
prospect, and prepare, before it be too late, for the awtul and 
tinal decision of his righteous and eternal Judge. 
FROMs ZIONS HERAL 
PASTIME, NO. Vill 
When deep depression sinks the mind, 
Where can the unfeebled bosom find, 
A source of sweet repose ? 
Say, what can heal the rudest smart 
Inflicted on the human heart, 
»y life’s corroding woes? 


Religion pure, from thee, we know, 

Doth unexhausted pleasures flow; 
Through thee alone is given, 

A thousand joys, whose smiling birth, 

Makes home a home of peace on earth, 
And fits us still for heaven. 


Many elaborate treatises have been written to elucidate the 
meaning of this single word—Religion. But there are no words 
on he xpress its meaning more clearly than the following from 

e lips of Jesus—Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
rw heart, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength, and 
thou shalt love thy ne ighbor as thyself. On these two « -ommand- 
ments hang all the law and the prophets. » St. James saith, “Pure 
religion and undefiled before God and tle Father 1s this—To vis- 
it the fatherless in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted 
from the world.” Here the apostle, by a figure of speech some- 
times used in the sacred writings, puts the effect for the cause— 
that is, he mentions the effects which religion invariably produces 
in those who profess it, for the principle of religion itself. Stum- 
mun bonum of religion then, is expressed in one word —love.--- 
Loving the Lord with all our heart and our neighbor as ourselves, 
is religion and the fulfilling of the law. But the enjoyment of this 
principle presupposes a w ‘ork of grace onthe heart; for men ina 

state of unregeneracy do not love God, but rather, their carnal 
mind is enmity against Him; and Jesus once said to some of the 
Jews, “I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you.” 
Convi ‘ction of sin—repentance, and a renewal of the heart in the 
image of God, must precede the enjoyment of religion. Wherever 
religion is enjoyed. it may be known by the effects which it pro- 

















































































































































































fiuces. “If ye love me, yo will ecp my Comprmandments,” sai; hy 
the Saviour. Sach keep themselves “unspotted from the world? 
it begets a charits table and benevolent meres in all who enjoy 
; —they visit the widow and the fatherless in their afMliction— 
they delight to assuage the woes of the distressed, and to contr). 
bute of their substance to satisfy the wants of the necessitous ey, 
ry where. 7 


Without religion, there is no sueh thing as permanent happiness 
The mind without it is like the troubled sea, whose waters cannot 
vest, continually rising—falling and rolling, without rest and com- 
posure. It “seeks rest, but finds none,” because happiness is 
sought where it is not to be found.. Happiness is found slone in 
God—and itis in loving Him that the saint finds a source 0} 

‘weet repose—a home of peace on earth. Religion opens to 
the pious mind a world of jey-—a state of felicity and rest in. 
describable in its nature and eternal in its duration. The comfort 
and blessedness of religion may be tested in a measure by thie es- 
timation in which it is held by those who enjoy it. Go to the 
humble dwelling of that afflicted saint—listen to his tale of sor- 
row—poured forth from a heart long pressed down by “life's cor- 
roding woes.” Ask him its value. —“Oh! it is an inestimable treas 
ure—more precious than silverand gold, orall that this world cau 
afford. Iknow well its virtue—I have tried its reality”—~- 
“The guilty passions wing their flight— 
Sorrow, remorse, affliction cease; 
Religion’s yoke is soft and hight, 
Aud all her paths are paths of peace.” 

It is truly the “one thing needful”—the high and low, rich and 
poor, bond and free, rulers and ruled, stand in perishing need oO! 
this heaven born principle. Religion curbs the voilent passioi 
of the carnal mind—subdues the enmity of the unregenerate hear 
—calms the angry dispositions of the unsanctified soul—regulate: 
and governs the words and actions of all who possess it. Its 
“when sorrow bows the spirit down” that the pious soul feels its 
consoling efficacy. It is in times of adversity that it sheds iis 
most cheering influences upon the benighted mind, raising i! 
above the dominion of suflering and the fear of death. Religion 
sieetens all the comforts and blessings of this world—fits us fo1 
all the duties of life—elevates the mind above the weight of toil 
and sufferings—prepares us to meet death with composure; ant 
points us nee the grave to aheavenof eternal repose 

September | , 1827 
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A GLIMPSE OF POPERY. 
ane is an extract of a letter from a Clergynan af tne 
an Church. 70uW maki nye the {our of Europe—under dute 

2 May 16, 1827 
My prar grorupr.—Antiquities, the Arts and Popery, com- 
prehead the principal objects which have interested me in my 
tyavels. ‘The last has some particular claims on our last attention, 


as ministers of the gospel. I shall therefore, give you a brief ac 


count, of one of the ceremonies which I once witnessed at the 
city of Romer, (Italy.) It took place in the Siatine Chapel, es 

teemed by Papists, one of the most sacred places in the Vatican. 

it is the cha: vel in which the Pope and Cardinals said mass, and 
formed processions, at the time when Buonaparte’s army was on 
its march to Rome; but all to no purpose, the city was soon taken 

It is adorned with very fine paintings by the first artists, especial- 

ly the celebrated Mic thael Angelo Buonarolli. His famous Last 
fudgment, covers the whole of the end wall back of the altar. It 
must be observed, however, that all the paintings are considera- 
bly smoked, by the profusion of incense, which is burnt here, on 
creat occasions, such as that which | am about to describe. 

It was on Ash Wednesday, about the last of February. The 
day receives its name from the ceremony; which is to sprinkle 
ashes upon the heads of the Pope, Cardinals, Bishops, Presis, &e 
This is meant as a token of humiliation; but so much pride, pomp 

ni parade, | never befgre witnessed. IL entered the place at a 
ve wah seasonable hour, and was so fortunate as to obtain a good 
station for observing. The first thing which struck me was the 
manner in which the Cardinals entered. They were dressed 1 
long robes of rich purple silk, and were each attended by a 
train bearer, whose office it was to carry the train of his master’s 
robe, when he walked, to spread it out when he kneeled, and to 
twist it up again and carry it the moment he rose. Upon enter- 
ing they knelt in the middle of the passage to say their prayers, 
assisted by another attendant, whose business it was to wait at 

the door, and render his services to each Cardinal as he passed. 
(iter the kneeling and praying, they marched up to their seats 
with the greatest pomp and ostentation. The Bishops were rang- 
ed on a row of seats on the opposite side of the Chapel, and 
were attended with much less pomp. Back of these, were the 
seats for the inferior clergy. After every due preparation his 
Holiness the Pope, decked with a Bishop’s mitre, and superb 
scarlet robe, and accompanied by a host of attendants, entered 
‘hrough a private door, from one af his own apartments. He ap- 
“¢ars about sixty years of age. pale and delicate. Yet certainky: 


















fot so delicate as to require assistance in Walking. But it wn 
part of the ceremony, thrart he should not move a ste Ps without be. 
ing assisted by at least, half a dozen, who all kneeled eve ry tim 
they approached lnm. Indeed throughout the ceremony there was 
so much bowing and knecling to his Holiness, that he, more thay 
the Supreme Bemg, seemed to be the principal object of adora- 
tion. After die was fairly placed upon his exalted seat, and [yj 
obe 's duly adjusted, the cerem ony of salutation began, first by the 
Cardinals in order , then by the Bishops. I should Mave mention 
“a that when the Pope entered, the whole assembly rose, and re. 
mained standing till he was seated.-Now the Cardinals rose, {o}- 
lowed each other in single file, accompanied by their train bear- 
ors, and so after due obeisance at a distance, marched up to kiss 
his Holiness’ hand as he very condescendingly held it out wrap- 
ped up in his superb robe, his skin being, | suppose, too sacred 
to be touched. ‘The Bishops in turn, went through the same sal 
utation.—'This done both the Cardinals and Bishops, put off = 
long robes and put on their short ones. Then some part of t] 
service for the day was read, then the Pope was brought forwar ’ 
to kneel upon a rich crimson velvet cushion, with his elbows 
resting upon asmall table similarly covered, betore the altar, then 
he was brought back to his seat; (this was repeated several times 
then incense was burnt in a censer before the altar and before his 
Holiness, then a little more of the service was read, then the ash- 
es were presented to the Pope ona large silver dish, by an atten- 
dant, who kneeled several times, and w as blessed by ‘his ae ess 
Then a Cardinal took off the mitre from the Pope’s head, while 
another sprinkled the least possible portion of the ashes upon his 
crown, then his Holiness tied round his waist a towel of the fiv- 
est white vambric; then with the thumb and fore finger of his del- 
wate right hand, adorned with a most superb dimond ring, he 
took of the ashes and sprinkled it upon the heads of the Cardi- 
nals and Bishops, and a few others, as in due order they kneeled 
before him. Then the towel was c sarefully untied, a golden wash 
basin presented, and a golden pitcher to wash the Pope’s hand 
then a discourse was delivered setting forth the propriety of this 
very humiliating ordinance, and lauding the excellence of the 
mother church, to which the Pope and the Cardinals of course 
listened with the utmost complacency. ‘Then more of the service 
was read partly by the Pope, and partly by his Secretary o! 
Prime Minister, Cardinal Gonsalvi then the choir accompanied by 
the organ, chaunted an anthem; then the sacred embrace was im- 
parted from the Pope to the Cardinal next on his right, and from 
him nassed to the next neizhhor, and so round the whele circle ot 
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rwmilariés. Thea all the cl ry m arched up ia n order, and kissed 
Pope's foot; then aftersome more chaunting, and kneelings, 

and burning of incense and a thousand munmeries which | could 
not deseribe, even if Lcould recollect them, the Pope retired, and 


ihe assembly were dismissed, having beea detained more than 


three hours. The whole appeared to me the most perfect farce 
ayd mockery that I have ever seen. Yet thisis far from being one 
at the most ridiculous of the Roman ceremonies. Most of their 
religion ismade up of them. It isa religion of outward show, in 
which the heart is not touched, except tor nerverting purposes.— 
Oh, itis sickening to see such correptions of the pure gospel.— 
And allthis monstrous abuse may he clearly tr: aC e d to this single 
souree, that of making human additions to divine “Revelation 
Oh that every chure ? might be purged from allsuch dortuiic is? 
Believe me to be your aflectionate brother. 
J. VAN. 

Shelbyville Ky. Sept. 8.—Suicide and Murder.—On Savard 
evening last,a Capt. Jas. Burton; on Floyd’s Fork in Oldham cow 
iv, committed one of the most barbarous and brutal acts eve: 
erpetrated in a civilized country. — It is state ‘d that Mis. Burton 
ad for some time entertamed serious religious impressions, and 
lad expressed a desire to become a member of the B: iptist ( hurel 
but her husband opposed her wishes, and said that he would t: 
ner lite sooner chan consent to her joining the churcl.—On aes 
day he committed the fatal deed, she wished to go to a Metho- 
dist meeting in the neighborhood, but he would not suffer her, 
and commenced abusing her in a most crucl manner, drawing a 
large knife with which he threatened to take her life. She re- 
treated up stairs, and he pursued her with move than savage fero- 
city, where he would have executed his bloody design if she had 
not jumped out of the window of a two storied how e, in — 
of escaping from the monster—but unfortunately in th 
broke one of her legs, and was unable to make good set retire 
He came down stairs and carried her into the house, placed hex 
upon the bed, and tied his pocket handkerchief around the frac- 
tured leg. She begged him to send for a physician, declaring 
that if he did she would not tel! that he had been the cause o; 
the misfortune. He told her that he would “soon be doetor 
enough for her;” and took his rifle and deliberately shot her 
through the head just above the right eye. He then re-loade: 
his gun, and tied the trigger to the lateh’ of the door, and fired 
Wit a a view of killing himself, but in this he failed. He 
angther drink of grog, loaded his ¢ run again, and sat dow: 
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sile of the bed where his bleeding wife was gasping her las: 
placed his gun between his legs, and holding the muzzle a littl 
abeve his left e ye he fired it off by placing one ot lis toes on tly 
trigger. All this was done in the presence of several small chil 
dren, both white and black, an oldest of whoin is about ten or cleye; 
vears of age, and the daughter of this unfortunate man and wo. 
an, who is said to relate the foregomg particulars ot the aflay 
Captain Burton has been for two or three years in habits of e¢ 
eessive intem yperance, by wl hich it is said his mind had biieen 
impaired, and at the time of committing the above enormity he 
was in a fit of intoxication. and was thought to be in a state 
mental derangement.— Shelbyville rT 
HOW TO BE AR TRIALS. 
When we are under the visitations of the Lord, we are like Pe. 
ter, when the angel came to deliver him from prison. The angel 
smote Peter on the side, for he was sound asleep. He awoke, 
but for some moments was unable to discern that it was an ang 
of the Lord, with succour seat from on high. It was not till at 
ter the angel had departed that Peter came to himself, and said 
‘Now I know of a surety that the Lord hath sent his angel, an 
hath delivered me.” Then he rejoiced in the assembly of his 
brethren. It is the same with us, when he who watehes nig! 
and day over us as his children, rouses our souls from their spi 
itual slumber, and causes the fetters of the world to fall from ou 
hands by unexpected messengers and severe trials. For a time 
we are overwhelmed by these dispensations; and &o not alway 
understand why they are sent, at least not while here below, bu 
when we shall have left the prison, and have pussed beyond th: 
darkness and obscurity which prevail within its gates, and ar 
come to the great “assembly and church of the first born:” then. 
in the midst of our happy brethren, we shall understand the wis 
domand loving kindness of the Lord; and we shall praise him tu: 
having sent messengers of nercy, although they appeared to u 
elothed in the garb of affliction and wo.—Dr. C. Malan. 

In 1 Kings vii, 10; it is said the foundation of the temple was 
‘costly stones, even great stones; stones of ten c ubits, and stones 0 
eight cubits.” This would make the foundation stones from four 
teen to seventeen feet. Mr. Volney, describing the ruins of Bal- 
bec, says:—“But what is more astonishing, is the enormous 
stones which compose the sloping wall. To the west, the se 
cond layer is formed of stones which are from 28 to 35 feet long 
by about nine in height. Over this layer, at the north west angle. 









' 


Ot 


















































by f 


upy a space of 175 fee 
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here are thires fones, wineh alone oc 
and one halt! namely, the first 58 feet 
feet 11 inches; and the third exactly 58 febts and each of these 
we 12 feet thek! These stones are ot a white granite, with 
large shining flakes, like gy 2 there is a quarry of this kind ot 
tone under the whole city, and im the adjoting mountains, whieh 
s open in several places, and among uthers, on the right, as we 
appros ach the city, there is still lying a stone, hewn on three sides, 

which is stxty-nine feet two inches long, twelve feet ten inches broad, 
ind therteen feet three inches wi thickness. Ev what means could 
\¢ ancients move such enorinmous inasses ? ‘This iS doubtless, i 


i} ches: ‘the second Op 


lem im mechanics, curious to resolve.” 
Volneys 7; 


PROM ZION’S HERALD. 
HOW TO BACKSLIDE 

Atier you have found peace in Christ, and joy texpressi 
tall of glory; think that youalways shall be tree from teniptation, 
trom trial, inward, or outward, then when temptations come yor 
nay think that you have lost your religion, because you don’t 
eel as you have felt, and then if you feel temptation to be very 
trong to do evil, or toneglect a kuown duty, and besides if Satan 
tells you that there is no possible way tor you to get along without 
you give up to these te envoet and you listen to itand think 3 
is truly a hard way to get along, for how c¢ an I who am so frail en 
dure to the end, with such a tlood of trials ? ~the nb you may cm 
clude these things are all true, and so you will find it best to yield, 
at least for the present, to these things, and then you take one im- 
portant step in the way to ruin. If you succeed in getting r along 
in this way, again when you are tempted to neglect duty, it will 
he more easy than before, only youmay hear now and then a¢ ‘lap 

’ thunder from your halt-st ifled conscience; but nevertheless. 
fon’ t stand here if thunders roll; keep on this way; neglect secret 
mrayer; don’t goto meeting; shun God’s people; visit places of a 
musement; hear every idle, foolish tale; learn to trifle with the 
world; these things you m¢ Ly do much to your furtherance in the 
way toruin. Now the heart grows sick of every thing sacred; a 
ci sposition to do evil inereases and a firm confidence that the wav 
of hap piness is the w ay ofe arnal security. | 


A FRIEND TO TRUTH 


. 
———-w | 


Plain Promises.—Dr. Watts jaa I bless God I can lie dowr 
with comlort to-night, not being anxious whether Lawakein this 


‘ 


world or anothe) "¢ W! ‘nh almost worn out with infirmity. r¢ 












































































































































































ouserved ft 


unlearned, 


Written on seeing the Methodist Preachers pass t 
trose, after attending the Genesee Conference, in Whilkesba 


re, 1827. 


Go torth, ye chosen vessels of the Lord! 
Ye flaming heralds of ¢ 
Hail with | 


Of battle. 
Ten shall put ten thous 
Victory and unfading crows of glory 

Await you at the end of your campaign. 











»atriend who 
aged minister who 


LO SAY, that the most learned and know 
ing Christians, when they c 


ume to die, had only the same plai: 
promises of the gospel for teir support, as the common an 
* And so,” ft is the plain prom; 
ses of the gospel that are my support; and I bless God they are 
plain promises, that do not 


require much labor and pains to ur 
derstand them; for I can do 


nothing now but look into my Bible 
for some promise to support me, and live upon that.” 


_ POBTRY. 


From the Christian Advocate and Journal. 


he cross of Christ! 

oy the happy era, 

When again you are re-appointed to your 
Stations and your circurts in the itinerant fiel 
Go, swift messengers of 
The strength of Israel’s God, 

The great Goliah you may fearless meet. 
Yes, through a troop with courage you may rut 
And with the power divine leap o’er a wal! 
Having your loins with truth well girt about 
Wield well the Spint’s sword, which 1s 

The sacred word of God; and with it quench 
The fiery darts of Satan’s hellish troops 
Count not your own lives 
{Immortal souls to Christ 
Turneth many souls to righteousness, 
Shall shine as gh 
Give not the gospel an 
But blow the 
Ye do not goa warfare of ) 
The King of Israel leads you in the field, 

And Christ, your banper, doth his.sons protect. 
Courage! then, brave warriors in the field 

One shall chase a thousand, and 

: foes to flight. 


ies Cl ol 
1or he who 


tering stars tor ever more. 
neertain sound, 

‘t in the sinner’s ear 
‘your own: 





